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Samantha’s Story
Addiction is 

something I’ve struggled 
with since I was 14. 
This led to me going to 
Juvenile Detention at 
the same age. 

While there, I found 
out that I was pregnant. 
This helped me get my 
act together until I was 
18. I became homeless 
and fell back into my 
addiction again, only 
this time, harder.  

Shortly after, I found 
out I was pregnant 
again and I got my 
newest charge. I had 
my youngest daughter 
10 weeks before I was 
incarcerated for the 
next 11 months in the 
Sioux Falls Jail. 

When I got out, I 
wasn’t ready to change 
and fell back into my 
addiction because my 
kids were getting taken 
from me. I then went to 
a treatment program 
and  was removed from 
their program 3 weeks 
later for using. I went 
back to jail for 3 days 
and was not allowed 
to see my youngest 
daughter without 
supervision. 

I was facing a 
probation violation for 
not completing the 
treatment program. 
I went back to jail for 
another 8 months where 
I completed treatment 

and waited for a bed at 
a half way house. 

I knew I was ready 
to change this time. It 
was either straighten up 
my act or lose my kids 
for good. I completed 
the program at the half 
way house and came 
straight to the St. Francis 
House. 

When I first got to 
the St. Francis House, 
I wasn’t sure I wanted 
to be here. I wanted 
to do things my own 
way and not follow the 
program. This got me 
nowhere except down 
the wrong path. This led 
me to three choices: 
going back to prison, 
getting another chance 
at the St. Francis House 
or being homeless. 

This opened my eyes 
to what I was losing and 
what I could gain by 
following the program. 
Luckily, the Executive 
Director gave me one 

last chance. I worked 
to gain the trust of the 
Executive Director and 
my case manager to be 
able to transfer into the 
family units. 

This gave me the 
chance to be a mom 
again, focus on what’s 
important, and set more 
goals for myself. 

Since I’ve been at St. 
Francis House, I’ve been 
able to form a strong 
bond that has been 
missing for a long time 
with both my daughters. 
It gave me a chance to 
be a part of their lives 
again. I was able to get 
full custody back of my 
oldest daughter and 
am currently working to 
get my other daughter 
as well. I have regular 
overnight, weekend 
visits with my youngest 
girl which I have not 
been able to do for a 
long time.

 I know that if I am 
having a rough day, I 
am able to come to a 
staff member at the St. 
Francis House. They are 
always there to just listen 
or give me guidance to 
make the right decision. 

The staff has become 
a support system for me 
that I know will still be 
there for me even when 
I leave here and move 
into my own place in 
the community.

The generous will 
themselves be 

blessed, for they 
share their food with 

the poor.
~ Proverbs 22:9
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Helpful
Coffee

Coffee Creamer/Sugar
Butter/Margarine

Cold Cereals
Chips for Sack Lunches

Sliced Cheese
Cooking Spays

Dishwasher Tablets
Grated Cheeses

Fresh Produce
Plastic Sandwich Bags

Aluminum Foil
Napkins

Laundry Soap
Cleaning Supplies
Postage Stamps

Diapers
Gift Cards (grocery, 

Walmart, phone, etc.)
Office Supplies (copy 

paper, etc.)
Over the Counter Medi-

cations
Brown lunch bags

Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

Bleach
Coffee Filters

Sugar

Donations

Guest
Quotes

“Thank you for holding 
me accountable for my 
actions.  Even though it 
did not work out for me, 
I am finally dealing with 

the issues of my past and 
clearing them up.”

“My family is so grateful for 
the donations of diapers 

and wipes for my kids and 
the laundry soap.  My 

budget is so tight and with 
this help, I am keeping my 

head above water.”

“I am so lucky to have a 
family at the St. Francis 
House.  They help me 

problem solve, care about 
what I do and keep me on 

the right path in life.”

Filling Our Hearts 
By Filling Our 
Cupboards

The St. Francis House continues to 
help more than 400 people each 
year with a warm home to stay, 
good food to eat and items to 
meet their personal needs.  This 
past sprint and summer 
depleted our resources 
and our shelves are very 
low on products that we 
need to run the house.

•	 Each night, 3-5 
loads of laundry are done 
to wash our kitchen and 
bath towels as well as 
bedding.  This does not 
include the laundry of 
guests living at the house 
that have not received a 
paycheck to begin doing 
their own laundry.

•	 Every month, we go 
through 1-2 cases to toilet paper 
(96 rolls/case) for the 40 men, 8 
women and 7 families living in 
our home.

•	 Each day, we give out 
sack lunches to your guests 
going to work as well as 
another 50 sack lunches to people stopping by off 
the street who are hungry and looking for work.

•	 Due to 40 single men being in our main shelter and 8 women in 
our single units, the living areas are cleaned twice a day to keep their 
homes clean.

•	 Each day, we go through a minimum of 15 pots of coffee, which 
is just enough so each guests can have one cup of coffee at each 
meal.

The St. Francis House asks that while you are out shopping for your 
home; please consider picking up items for our home.  We are always 
in need of personal hygiene items, diapers, bleach, toilet paper, paper 
towels, napkins, laundry soap, sack lunch bags, meat for sandwiches 
and cleaning products.  Our needs list is at the top left of this page.
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Monday,
September 22, 2014

In Memory Of:
Denny McDonald

Phyllis Elaine Pfeifer Don-
naud

Kenny “Frosty” Froseth
Jim Jarding
Edith Varns

James Stabell
Norma Waag

Dr. EB Morrison
Darrel Holm

Bernetta Sterud
Bob Honomichl

Ervin Oberon
Deb Freking
Shirley Paulin

Mary Lou Puthoff
Marian Anderson

Sandy Frahm
Greg Wilson
John Kolb

In Honor Of:
Myrtle Alsgoard

Reverand Paul J. Irwin

Save
Date
11th Annual 
Fundraiser

THE

platinum
First Premier Bank

First Premier Bank Card
Billion Automotive

Target

AAA Travel 
Adstar

Angie Bakke
Ann Pick

Applebee’s 
Arby’s

Augustana College 
Avera McKennan Fitness 

Center
Avera McKennan Gift Shop

Ben’s Bargain Barn
Beth Lilja-Gibson

Bagel Boy
Barnes & Nobles

Bracco’s
Brooks National Golf Club
Bounce Around Inflatables

Burger King
Cabela’s

Canvas Salon
Carousel Skate

Chanhassen Dinner Theatre
Chanhassen Holiday Inn 

Express
Cliff Avenue Greenhouse

Club House Hotel & Suites
Cold Stone Creamery

Dakota Golf Management
Dakota Sioux Casino & Hotel

Dan Pick
Dairy Queen
Darlene Weis

Days Inn
Deadwood Gulch

Dean Foods
Eastway Bowl

Edible Arrangements
Elan Healing Arts

Famous Daves
Franklin Foods

Fort Randall Casino
Gloria Paulin
Godfathers

Governor Dennis Daugaard
Grand Falls Casino

Granite City
Great Bear Recreation Park

Great Plains Zoo &
Delbridge Museum
Green Eggs & Ram

Hair by Stewarts
Harold’s Photo

Holiday Inn Express – Bran-
don

Honomichl Family
Hy-Vee

Indian Hills Golf Course
Jackpot Junction
John Richardson

Juice Stop
Justin Smith
Kerri Tiesen
Kory Holt

Lacey Kolba
Lacey Wingert 

Lewis
Lin & Lorraine Becker

Lunkers
Luverne Country Club
Mayor Mike Huether 

McDonalds
Michaels

Midco Communications
Minnesota Twins

Prairie Coach 
Prairie’s Edge Casino

Prepresentative John Thune
Professional CarpetCleaning 

Services
Representative Kristi Noem

Rosebud Casino
Royal River Casino

Sanford Wellness Center
Sarach Sachen

Stephanie Marin
SD Corn Growers Association

Starrz
Spezia’s

SD Symphony
Senator Tim Johnson

Senor Max
Sertoma Butterfly House

SF Canaries
Sister Mary Thomas
Sioux Glass & Door

Skyforce
Subway

Sydney Becker
Terry Eulberg

Teri Katzenberger
The Grainery
Tom Schmidt
Travis Benson

Washington Pavillion 
Watertown Zoo

Wells Fargo
Wild Water West

24/7 Fitness

thank 
you!

OTHERs

gold
Avera McKennan Hospital

K&J Trucking
Dizco, Inc.

bronze
Wollman Insurance/Commercial One Insurance,

Shopko, Woods, Fuller, Schultz & Smith,
First National Bank, Gunderson’s Jewelry

Thank you again to our Fundraiser 
Dinner and Auction Sponsors!
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U.S. Postage
P A I D

Permit # 7283
Sioux Falls, SD

Quad-Multi Family Housing

Main Shelter

Dudley Duplex

Tri-Plex

Board Members:
John Richardson,

Lacey Kolba,
Angie Bakke, 

Stephanie Marin,
Leigh Jerzak,
   Matt Gage,
Tom Schmidt, 

Sr. Mary Thomas,  
Travis Benson, 
Justin Smith, 

Teri Katzenberger, 
Kory Holt, 

Julie Becker - 
Executive Director

The St. Francis House Accepts 
Electronic Donations:

Our ministry of “moving people from homelessness to hope” relies on 
the generosity of private contributors to allow us to provide a warm and 
safe home for each of our guests each night.  We are blessed for your 
support to be able to continue to serve our guests.

The following is a glimpse of the first quarter of operating expenses of 
the St. Francis House:

Utilities (heat, electric, garbage & phone)...................................$4,085.51
Food Costs(excluding donations 
and food volunteer groups bring).................................................$6,361.44
Other Guest Supplies (OTC medications, drug tests, etc.).........$2,355.11
Office Supplies (copy paper, print cartridges, etc.)....................$   787.21

Please visit our website and click on the Donate button to make your 
electronic donation to assist in our mission of serving the homeless.  There 
are additional ways to support the St. Francis House:  

•	 Planned giving through Estate Planning
•	 Gifts of Insurance Benefits, Real Estate, Stocks and Bonds or 

Retirement Assets.


