


From The Director:From The Director:
     As I am writing this letter to you, I can hear the rain drops hitting my office window 

and can feel a chill in the air.  I take a sip of my morning coffee to help with the chill 
and think how grateful I am for the gifts the Lord has given to me!  He has given 
me the ability to work each day with those less fortunate who need a hand up in life.  He 
gives me strength, courage and wisdom to demonstrate to the homeless in our com-
munity a better path to walk.

     The greatest gift the Lord has given me is each of you.  I am amazed on a daily basis 
when a volunteer or donor comes to the house or calls me with something they want to 
give to our home.  On one occasion, I needed to go to the grocery store to buy coffee 

for our guests and volunteers, when a wonderful woman walked into the house with a large garbage 
bag full of boxes of coffee.  A month ago, Millie called and asked if she could bring over a hot dish she 
has just made.  What Millie did not know was this was used for supper that night for our guests, because 
a volunteer group had canceled for the evening meal.  Just two weeks ago, Randy called and asked if 
the St. Francis House needed a television since he replaced his at their home.  Our television in the dining 
room had quit working and I was shopping around at the thrift stores looking for another one.

     The staff, guests and Board of Directors are so blessed to have the support and prayers from so 
many members of our community.  As we move forward in these tough economic times, we need you to 
keep us in your prayers more than ever.  The phone calls do not stop of families needing a place to stay, 
families needing food because they are still working when the meals are served at the Banquet and single 

individuals who need a roof over their heads.  Your support of our mission of moving people 
from homelessness to hope is one of the Lord’s greatest gifts!—Julie

   The Sioux Falls Roller Dollz is an all-female, flat-track, skater owned 

and operated roller derby league in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. This means 

their league is owned by the players, not some outside person or corporation, and 

each player has a say in the running of the league.  The Roller Dollz selected 

the St. Francis House to be the reciepant of the revenues they generated from 

their first bout.  

   Staff and guests of the St. Francis House assisted with checking in fans and 

selling Roller Dollz merchandise.  We are so blessed to have such a wonderful 

group of women select our home to support.  We thank you for your generosity!

Qualified Charitable Distributions from Your IRAQualified Charitable Distributions from Your IRA

     The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008, recently signed into law by 
President Bush reinstated the ability to make Qualified Charitable Distributions from 
IRAS which were available in 2006 and 2007.  IRA owners age 70 ½ or older may 
make gifts to a qualified charitable organization without claiming 
the amount as income. The IRA owner, however may not claim the 
contribution as a charitable deduction on a tax return.  The ceiling 
on the amount allowed is $100,000 per individual for both 2008 
and 2009.  This is a wonderful opportunity to satisfy the require-
ment to make distributions from your IRA while assisting the St. 
Francis House in their mission of providing “a hand up” to those 
temporarily less fortunate.  Make contact with Julie Becker, Executive 
Director of the St. Francis House to visit about this opportunity.

Former St. Francis House Guest Receives Two Awards:
During the past couple of months, Glendale Jackson received two awards from the community for her hard work to reach her 
dreams and begin a new life.  The St. Francis House awarded Glendale the Instrument of Hope award, which is given annually to 
a guest who has demonstrated courage and leadership in the house.  We were honored to present this award to Glendale for her 
mission to become a truck driver and mentor other guests at the house.  Just recently, Glendale received a 
second award from South Dakota Department of Labor for her willingness and desire to commit to a career-
focused training in the Workforce Investment Act Program.
Glendale was at a point in her life when she felt it was fi nally time to pursue her dream of being an over-the-
road truck driver.  Her children were grown and she was on her own.  Having endured and fi nally having left 
two abusive relationships, she knew she possessed enough courage to start over with her life.  What she 
didn’t have was training and a job.
She tried to obtain employment on her own by passing the written portion of the commercial driver’s license 
(CDL) test.  However, no one would hire her without training or actual driving experience.  Glendale came 
to the St. Francis House and had no money to pay for training, so staff referred her to Laura with our local 
WIA Program.
Glendale was enrolled in the program and fl ew through the training in less time than it
normally took. She was the top student in her class and was hired by a local trucking
company a mere two weeks after graduation.  Glendale went through side-by-side training 
with her 70 year old female driving partner and has made trips to New York, Oklahoma, 
Colorado and California.  
She is so thankful for a place to stay while she was attending school and working part time 
at a local hotel.  The St. Francis House staff supported Glendale because this has been her 
dream for many years to have her own truck and be in the road.  We are so very proud of    
    Glendale!
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Helpful Smiles...Mark Your Calendars
   During the week of February 4th – 10th, the St. Francis House has been 
selected as the non-profi t for to receive a monetary donation from Hy-Vee.  
Operation Helpful Smile is a program established by Hy-Vee and supported 
by many of our local suppliers to help non-profi t groups and organizations 
in the Sioux Falls area.  Each participating week, a pre-approved organiza-
tion will receive donation monies given by customers from all fi ve Sioux Falls 
Hy-Vee Stores during the checkout process.  Hy-Vee then matches the weekly 
total customer donation amount up to $1,000.00 and presents the organiza-
tion with a check for the total amount raised for each organization.  Groups 
that help promote and increase awareness of the program will benefi t the 
greatest.
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Today
This is the beginning of a new day,

God has given me this day to use as I will.
I can waste it, or use it for good.

But what I do today is important
because I am exchanging a day of my life for it.

When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone forever,
leaving in its place something that I have traded for it.

I want it to be gain and not less;
good and not evil;

success and not failure,
in order that I shall not regret
the price that I have paid for it.

Two Men, Two Different Lives, Both Connected To The St. Francis HouseTwo Men, Two Different Lives, Both Connected To The St. Francis House
Two men who walked different paths in their lives were considered part of the St. Francis 
House Family.  Both men had lived in Sioux Falls for many years and were well known by 
community members.  This is where the similarities end.

Richard “Dick” Braithwaite was born in Sioux Falls and attended school at Washington 
High School.  Dick entered the US Army, went to college and obtained his law degree.  He 
practiced law with his father and was appointed judge to the Second Judicial Circut by 
Governor Richard Kneip.  Dick was a dedicated supporter of the homeless in our commu-
nity.  Richard passed away with his family by his side and is now with the Lord.

Edward “Ed” Branson was born in the Midwest, attended high school and traveled the 
southern part of the United States.  Ed worked in various jobs while maintaining a place to 
live.  For the past 15 years, Ed walked the streets of Sioux Falls and was one of our many 
homeless individuals who had stayed at the St. Francis House.  He struggled to maintain 
his health and employment in the community.  Ed passed away by himself and is now with 
the Lord.  

The St. Francis House has been deeply touched by both of these men.  Richard believed in 
supporting the less fortunate and provided a monthly donation to our home to provide for 
the needs of the homeless.   He wanted them to have another chance in life, while staying 
in a safe and warm home.  Ed struggled most of his life and was able to benefi t from the 
generosity of Richard’s gift by having a safe and warm place to live.  

We each need to be so grateful for the wonderful people who become part of our lives and 
how each one leaves a mark on us.  Richard was a strong man who had a vision of how 
people needed to live.  Ed was also a strong man and was able to benefi t from Richard’s 
gifts.  May these two men fi nd each other.

Ed Branson

Richard Braithwaite
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